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REPORT 



The Chief Factory Inspector respectfully presents the following 
SiS the nineteenth annual report of the department: 

There have been six thousand five hundred and twenty (6,520) 
places inspected during the past year, divided as follows: 

Bake-shops, stores, etc., employing less than five persons . 3,811 

Establishments employing five or more persons 2,709, 



Total 6,520 

This is an increase of twenty-seven (27) in the number of places 
•employing less than five persons, and of sixty-three (63) in the 
number of places employing more than five persons. 

The number of employees in the various establishments was 
•divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 111,285 

JFemales of sixteen years and over 50,300 

Total adults 161,585 

Males imder sixteen years of age 2,965 

females under sixteen years of age 2,796 

Total niunber of children 5,761 

Whole number employed 167,346 
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The foregoing figures, compared with those given in our last report,, 
show an increase of two thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven 
(2,887) in the number of male adults employed; an increase of one 
thousand nine hundred and ninety (1,990) in the number of female 
adults employed; a decrease of one (1) in the number of boys em- 
ployed; an increase of sixty-three (63) in the number of girls employed; 
a total increase of four thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven 
(4,777) in the number of adults employed; a net increase of sixty-two 
(62) in the number of children employed; and a total increase of four 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine (4,839) in the whole number 
employed. The percentage of child labor is 3.4. For the year 1911 
it was 3.5. 

The number of employees in the jewelry and silverware manu- 
factories was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 10,105 

Females of sixteen years and over 4,712 

Total adults 14,817' 

Males under sixteen years of age 274 

Females imder sixteen years of age 170 



Total children 444 

Whole number of employees 15,261 

The nmnber of employees in bake-shops, ice cream and confec- 
tionery manufactories, stores, etc., employing less than five persons^ 
was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 5,424 

Females of sixteen years and over 2,147 



Total adults 7,571 
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Males under sixteen years of age 64 

Females under sixteen years of age 11 



Total children 75 

Total employed 7,646 

The number of employees in department stores and other large 
mercantile establishments was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 3,800 

Females of sixteen years and over 3,874 

Total adults 7,674 

Males imder sixteen years of age 82 

Pemales under sixteen years of age 79 



Total children 161 

Total employed 7,835 

The number of employees in the textile industries was divided as 
follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 35,916 

Females of sixteen years and over 27,298 

Total adults 63,214 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,007 

Females imder sixteen years of age 2,177 

« 

Total number of children 4,184 

Whole number employed in textile industries 67,398 

Compared with the figures given in last year's report the foregoing 
fihow an increase of two thousand two hundred and eighty-eight, 
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(2,288) in the number of adults employed; an increase of two hun- 
dred and nine (209) in the number of children employed; and a total 
increase of two thousand four himdred and ninety-seven (2,497) in 
the whole number employed in the textile industries. The percentage 
of child labor in these industries is 6.2. In 1911 it was 6.1. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the reports 
of this department for the years that the factory inspection law has 
been in force: 



Tbar. 



1894 
1895 
1806 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 



Number 

of places 

visited. 


Number 

of adults 

employed. 


Number 
of children 
employed. 


Total 

number 

employed. 


294 


55,109 


5.217 


60.326 


293 


53,523 


4.473 


57.966 


379 


50,068 


4,065 


54.133 


355 


56.072 


4.786 


60.858 


433 


63,259 


4,539 


67,798 


549 


72.296 


4,666 


76.692 


595 


76,552 


5.253 


81.806 


617 


81.496 


5,068 


86.564 


628 


86.043 


5,477 


91.520 


644 


90.165 


6,451 


96.616 


653 


88.545 


5,895 


94.444 


1,508 


112,377 


6.917 


119.249 


1,742 


123,112 


6,932 


130,044 


1.899 


131.050 


6.150 


137,209 


1,913 


122.060 


4,924 


126.984 


1,973 


135,947 


5.531 


141.478 


6,225 


151.199 


5,699 


156,898 


6,430 


156.808 


5,699 


162,607 


6,520 


161.585 


5,761 


167,346 



Peroentace 

of 
children. 



8.5 
7.7 
7.6 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 
6.0 
6.7 
6.2 
5.8 
5.3 
4.5 
3.9 
3.9 
3.6 
3.5 
3.4 



PROSECtmONS. 



Seven cases have been tried before the Sixth District Court during 
the past year for violations of law, including one for employing women 
more than ten hours a day; one for employing children imder sixteen 



years years 
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years of age more than ten hours a day; four for employing children 
under sixteen years of age after 8 o'clock P. M., and one for employ- 
ing child under 14 years of age. They resulted m fines amountmg to 
$255. One case was appealed and is now before the Superior Court. 

BAKE-SHOPS, ICE CREAM AND CONFECTIONERY MANUFACTORIES. 

There are in force at the present time two hundred and seventy- 
seven (277) bake-shop certificates, an increase of four over the number 
in force last year. Twenty-six (26) of these are located in basements, 
showing a decrease of ten in the number of basements shops during the 
past year. There are also in force one hundred and fifty-seven (157) 
certificates for ice cream manufactories and seventy-four (74) for 
confectionery manufactories, making the combined number of cer- 
tificates in force five hundred and eight (508), an increase of fourteen. 
It has been necessary in a number of cases to refuse certificates on 
account of unsatisfactory sanitary conditions and a few places have 
been closed for the same reason. In several instances an official 
warning notice has secured more satisfactory conditions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I again renew the recommendation that provision be made for a 
stated physical test for children under sixteen years of age, which 
shall prove their fitness for the work they are called upon to perform. 
It is the duty of the State to provide that the physical well-being of the 
thousands of child-workers shall be properly safe-guarded. The 
only thing now required is that the child shall have attained the age of 
fourteen years. That is not sufficient, neither would it be if the age 
requirements should be raised to fifteen or even sixteen years. Some 
other test is necessary. Your attention is called to the photographs 
on another page which were taken in a factory and represent actual 
workers. 

Again I renew the recommendation made in previous reports that 
some provision be made to secure better sanitary arrangements in the 
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factories and worknshops of the State, and respectfully call your atten- 
tion to House Bill 340, presented at the January session of 1911. 

Again I call your attention to the necessity of protecting the lives 
of the thousands of wage-earners throughout the State, by providing 
adequate means of egress from factory buildings in case of fire. 
This matter is of too much importance to be lightly passed by. It 
is the duty of the State to safe-guard the lives of these workers in 
every possible way. In my last report were cuts representing the 
Philadelphia tower fire escape, which is considered by competent 
authorities to be the best arrangement known for securing a safe 
means of exit. At the last session of the General Assembly, an act 
(House Bill 220) was presented, which called for the equipment of the 
various factories and work-shops with this device, but it was not 
passed. It vn)l be presented again at the present session. 

ACCIDENTS. 

Three hundred and sixty-four (364) accidents were reported during 
the year, including eleven deaths. The deaths reported were as 
follows: 

January 8, 1912. William H. Henderson, aged 44 years, employed 
in the repair shop of the New England Navigation Co., at Newport. 
He was working on a boring mill and was caught between the work 
that was on the bed or table of machine and housing of machine. 
He died at Newport Hospital, January 17, 1912. 

January 26, 1912. Hassan Isiah, aged 32 years, employed by 
Washburn Wire Co., Phillipsdale. A locomotive was running 
backwards in the yard hauling a car which Isiah and others had 
loaded. He and a fellow workman jumped on rear footboard with 
brakeman who warned them to hold tight. Isiah lost his foothold, 
and after being dragged about thirty feet rolled under the locomotive, 
which together with the car ran over him, killing him instantly. 

February 17, 1912. Simon Hindle, aged 50 years, employed by the 
James Hanley Brewing Co., Providence. Hindle was running the 
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elevator from the cellar to the cooper shop, and apparently tried to 
get off while it was moving and was caught by the gate and knocked 
down and fell to the cellar, his injuries causing death. 

March 15, 1912. George Booth, aged 16 years, employed by Lor 
raine Mfg. Co., Pawtucket. While stooping over shafting to pick up 
a piece of wood, his clothing was caught by coupling, whirling him 
around shaft and killing him. He had no business in that part of the 
works. 

March 20, 1912. Charles Hanson, aged 26 years, employed at 
Atlantic Mills, Olneyville. He was holding an incandescent lamp 
in one hand and grasped a steam pipe with the other hand, and 
received an electric shock causing his death. A test made shortly 
after the accident showed that the man received about 260 volts A. C, 
which is not supposed to be dangerous. 

April 16, 1912. Salvatore Sifi Kellro, aged 35 years, employed by 
Manville Co., at Social Mill, Woonsocket. He was standing on a 
platform washmg windows and probably backed against a line of 
shafting, catching his clothes and carrying him around the shaft, 
inflicting injuries which caused his death. 

May 24, 1912. Domenico Falconelli, aged 27 years, employed by 
Nicholson File Co., Providence. His clothing was caught by shafting, 
and his neck was broken. 

June 17, 1912. John Marsh, aged 30 years, employed by the 
Shepley Construction Co., at Diamond Hill. Was opening loading 
shoot from storage bins on crusher. He stepped back and his cloth- 
ing became caught in sprocket wheel and he was carried over shafting 
receiving fatal injuries. 

June 28, 1912. Agasar Baramian, aged 19 years, employed by 
Green & Daniels Co., Pawtucket. Strangled to death by head being 
caught between elevator and gate. His work did not require him 
to have anything to do with the elevator. 

August 9, 1912. Peter Smith, aged 41 years, employed at J. & P. 
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Coats Mill, Pawtucket. Smith, a carpenter, was building a staging 
inside a brick chimney which was to be torn down. While on a 
staging about 40 feet from the bottom a loose brick fell from the top 
of the chimney, a distance of 100 feet, striking him on the back of the 
head, crushing his skull. 

September 3, 1912. S. Beradi, aged 15 years, employed at Sayles 
Bleacheries, Saylesville. He was hit on the head by a hauler stick 
which slipped out of another hauler's hand and struck him between 
eyes and temple, fracturing his skull. He died from his injuries. 

October 10, 1912. Peter George (Basil Awyket) aged 18 years^ 
employed by United States Cotton Co., Central Falls. Was opera- 
ting picker machine, and must have removed the cover over the 
beater while same was running. No one saw accident. Right arm 
was mangled, necessitating amputation close to shoulder, resulting in 
his death at Memorial Hospital, Pawtucket, October 17th. 

Of the remaining accidents the more serious ones were as follows: 

January 9, 1912. Thomas O'Brien, aged 23 years, employed by 
Peace Dale Mfg. Co. He was operating a cloth shear, and his hand 
slipped and went into cylinders, causing partial amputation of four 
fingers and thumb. 

January 11, 1912. Henry Basset, aged 55 years, employed at 
Vicotria Mills, Thornton. Stepped back in hot water well and right 
leg Was scalded. ' 

February 2, 1912. Sven Hiclstrom, aged 35 years, employed at 
Builders Iron Foundry, Providence. He was operating a circular 
saw, when in some way his hand came in contact with the teeth of the 
saw, causing laceration of back of right hand. 

February 12, 1912. Ernest Jones, aged 17 years, employed by 
Coronet Worsted Co., Mapleville. Foot crushed and bruised between 
freight elevator and floor. 

February 12, 1912. Edward Clegg, aged 34 years, employed by 
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Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co., Providence. While operating a drill 
press the drill broke and a piece of it lodged in the ball of his left 
eye. 

February 20, 1912. John Becker, aged 21 years, employed by 
Revere Rubber Co., Providence. In piitting a batch of rubber in 
between rolls of mill, he put his hands over too far, and both hands 
were caught between the rolls and badly crushed. 

March 6, 1912. Thomas Farrel, aged 50 years, employed at 
Glenlyon Dye Works, Saylesville. He was working at a mercerizing 
machine, and was at his usual place on a platform above machine^ 
when he slipped and fell onto a revolving chain conveying cloth 
saturated with hot caustic solution. His right arm and hand were 
badly scalded. 

March 13, 1912. Thomas Pattney, aged 25 years, employed at 
Sayles' Bleacheries, Saylesville. He was operating washing machine 
and saw a tangle go into pit, and went on back side of washer to take 
out tangle before it went into nip. His right arm caught m machine 
with cloth and was badly crushed at elbow and fractured above 
elbow. 

March 25, 1912. Ellen Costello, aged 20 years, employed by J. & 
P. Coats, Pawtucket. She was cleaning the gears of a comber and 
started the machine to turn the gears around without taking her hand 
out. Ends of first three fingers and thumb on left hand were crushed. 

April 3, 1912. James Miller, aged 42 years, employed by Wan- 
skuck Company, Providence. He was on ladder removing flyings 
from a cloth opener and folder. Ladder slipped sideways letting him 
fall to the floor. His right wrist was broken and left knee bruised. 

April 5, 1912. James Tourgee, aged 19 years, employed by Wake- 
field Mills Co., Wakefield. Stepped on cover of blow-out pit and fell 
into pit. His left leg was badly scalded. 

April 5, 1912. Peter McGowan, employed by American Woolen 
Co., Riverside Mills, Providence. Oil got on friction pulley and 
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McGowan used a piece of cloth to wipe it ofif and arm was drawn into 
belt; resulting in a bad flesh would on right hand and arm. 

April 12, 1912. Margaret Cowley, aged 22 years, employed by 
Berkeley Co., Berkeley. While cleaning speeder at the head end 
with a piece of waste, the waste caught in gears drawmg in the 
index finger of right hand and crushed it so that amputation was 
necessary at the second joinjb. 

April 13, 1912. Clara Nadeau, aged 39 years, employed by J. & P. 
Coats, Pawtucket. She was cleaning the gears of a drawing frame 
which was stopped. She started the machine again to turn the gears 
without first taking her hand out. The little finger of her left hand 
was crushed. 

April 13, 1912. George Weaton, aged 29 years, employed by 
J. & P. Coats, Pawtucket. Hand slipped ofif of wrist pin on lower 
pressure end of Westinghouse Turbine Engine while he was looking 
for engine trouble. His right hand was fractured. 

April 23, 1912. George Brown, aged 25 years, employed by Alfred 
Vester & Sons, Providence. Was operating stamping press. Index 
and little fingers taken ofif at first joint, other two fingers taken off at 
second joint. 

April 27, 1912. Delia Ahlstedts, aged 16 years, employed at 
Elizabeth Mill, Hills Grove. Was cleaning speeder while it was run- 
ning, and index finger of right hand was caught in gears. Amputated 
at second joint. 

May 15, 1912. John Reid, aged 32 years, employed at Sayles' 
Bleacheries, Saylesville. Was planing a wedge. Hand slipped and 
thumb of left hand came in contact with knives and was cut off. 

May 17, 1912. Mrs. Marie Farrey, aged 32 years, employed by 
Lafayette Worsted Co., Woonsocket. She was putting on her shoes 
and had one foot resting on the machine head. One of her shoes fell 
to the floor, and in trying to pick it up her right hand caught between 
two gears, cutting first two fingers at second joint, and severing the 
thumb entirely. 



REPORT OF FACTORY INSPECTION. 15 

May 20, 1912. Charles Smith, aged 49 years, employed at Glen- 
lyon Dye Works, Saylesville. He was riding on the elevator leaning 
on a roll of cloth with his back turned toward edge of the elevator 
floor. His heel was over-hanging the edge, and was caught between 
the elevator floor and the landing. His foot was badly lacerated. 

May 25, 1912. Paul Doldoorian, aged 45 years, employed at Rhode 
Island Malleable Iron Works, Hills Grove. Was cleaning out dirt 
on floor between two tumbling barrels, when clothing was caught on 
set screw and arm was drawn mto shaft. Left humorous was frac- 
tured. 

June 7, 1912. Edward Comer, aged 22 years, employed by Ameri- 
can Locomotive Co., Providence. He was grinding a small brass 
bushing on the emery wheel, and not having rest properly set, the 
bushing was caught in the wheel, causing it to break. Part of the 
wheel hit him on the right forearm, fracturing it. 

June 11, 1912. Thomas Bright, aged 23 years, employed by Alfred 
Vester & Sons, Providence. He was operating a power press. Com- 
pound dislocation of ring finger of left hand at second joint; tip of 
little finger and middle finger to second joint crushed and lacerated. 

June 24, 1912. Thomas Kirwin, aged 50 years, employed by Amer- 
ican Locomotive Co., Providence. While grinding a tail-light bracket 
the emery wheel burst, and hitting him on the left side broke two of 
his ribs. 

June 28, 1912. Charles Trask, aged 15 years, employed at Sayles' 
Bleacheries, Saylesville. Line of shafting (motor driven and with 
clutch) runs over top of single bins and carries a draw pulley over 
each bin, each draw pulley equipped with binder pulley. While boy 
was hauling in bin, his hand was caught, probably between draw roll 
and binder pulley. He lost the ends of last three fingers of right 
hand. 

July 11, 1912. Joseph Briaelle, aged 49 years, employed by Joseph 
Benn & Sons, Greystone. Was cleaning carding machine. Had 
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thrown off power, but put in his hand before machine had lost its 
momentum. Two fingers of his left hand were later amputated. 

July 12, 1912. Steven Moreinzi, aged 23 years, employed by 
Livingston Worsted Co., Washington. Was operating hydro ex- 
tractor. He had filled extractor with cloth and was holding same 
down with maching running. Cloth caught his hand and pulled 
him mto machine and left arm was drawn around upright shaft, break- 
ing arm in three places. 

July 13, 1912. Abraham Joseph, aged 18 years, employed by 
Manville Co., Manville. Was operating washing machine. He 
slipped on floor and arm went into pulley, severely injuring wrist and 
elbow. 

July 18, 1912. Albert Morris, aged 16 years, employed by Alfred 
Vester & Sons, Providence. Was operating power press. Left ring 
finger taken oflf near second joint. 

July 26, 1912. Peter Grenier, aged 42 years, employed by Alfred 
Vester & Sons, Providence. Was operating power press. Third and 
fourth fingers of left hand taken ofif . 

July 27, 1912. Joseph McLintock, employed by the United States 
Finishing Co., Pawtucket. He, with other carpenters, was laying a 
new floor and fell through an opening which had not yet been covered, 
a distance of 17 feet to cellar below, receiving severe injury to his 
head. 

July 29, 1912. J. Jordan, aged 50 years, emploj'^ed at Sayles' 
Bleacheries, Saylesville. * He was cleaning chain on tenter frame 
with a broom. Broom got caught in chain and he tried to pull it out. 
His hand was caught between clips and opener, cutting cords and 
veins on his arm just above wrist. 

August 9, 1912. Grace McCabe, aged 27 years, employed by 
American Screw Co., Eagle Mills, Providence. Was tending shaver 
and nicker. Reached under machine table to pick up article on floor, 
and hair caught in table shafting, tearing oflf hair and scalp. 
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August 15, 1912. Peter Costello, aged 19 years, employed at 
Victoria Mills, Thornton. Was tending carding machine and reached 
on top of rollers and cylinder. His right arm was caught and torn so 
badly that amputation was necessary. 

August 20, 1912. Vincenzo Lancia, aged 18 years, employed by 
Universal Winding Co., Providence. Was operating grinder. After 
finishing the operation on which he was working he tried to stop the 
machine by throwing oflf the belt with his hand instead of using 
shipper, and his right hand was caught between belt and pulley and 
the first finger taken oflf. 

October 8, 1912. John Bertini, aged 22 years, employed by Revere 
Rubber Co., Providence. Was turning tire and lost control of the 
knife which was thrown under the guard and the front struck him in 
the groin of the left leg, inflicting a deep woimd. 

October 15, 1912. Joseph George Arthur Gaucher, aged 15f 
years, employed by A. L. Sayles & Sons, Akella Mills, Harrisville. 
Gaucher with a fellow employee was lowering a loom beam to the 
floor. Gaucher 's end of the beam struck another beam and the third 
finger of right hand was caught and injured so badly that amputation 
at first joint was necessary. 

October 16, 1912. James Laird, aged 22 years, employed, at 
Sayles' Bleacheries, Saylesville Was operating a planer. Had been 
fixing belt on planer and made it so tight that bearings became hot. 
He lengthened it and after starting machine reached over to see if 
bearing was hot, and his hand came in contact with knives, cutting off 
his right thumb. 

October 16, 1912. Lloyd Taylor, aged 19 years, employed by 
J. & P. Coats, Pawtucket. Was operating circular saw. After 
shutting off power, his right hand was caught in the still revolving 
saw, and the first two fingers were taken off between first and second 
joints. 

October 29, 1912. James Pryor, aged 26 years, employed at Sayles' 
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Bleacheries, Saylesville. Was covering rolls on a jack and was up 
about five feet. He slipped and fell, landing on his back and striking 
his head against another jack in his fall. Cut gash in back of head, 
which shocked his nerves so that he lost all use of his limbs. 

November 16, 1912. Ethel Duggan, aged 19 years, employed at 
Sayles' Bleacheries. She was stepping over shutes between machine 
tables to reach her machine when she tripped over the side of one of 
the shutes, fracturing two ribs on her left side and badly bruismg her 
right leg. 

November 12, 1912. Partick F. Daly, aged 47 years, employed by 
Washburn Wire Co., Phillipsdale. A trial bar was being run through 
the mill. The hot rod jumped from the repeater and passed through 
Daly's left leg above knee. 

November 22, 1912. Geneva KauU, aged 52 years, employed at 
Elizabeth Mills, Hills Grove. Was cleaning speeder while it. was 
running and was caught in gears, losing index finger of right hand at 
second joint. 

In conclusion, I am pleased to acknowledge the efifective work 
accomplished by my assistants. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 



